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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 137 


Would refer him to the report of the Treasurer of US. 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, 
Assay Department, 


Experiments made at different time show considerable variation. 


Viz in 1861 before silver was withdrawn from circulation, experiments showed the 
annual loss to be about 157/1000 of 1 per cent, of the weight (Quarter dollars). 


Late experiments show from 250/1000 to nearly 300/1000 of 1 per cent. 


Quarter dollars of 1876 show according to the report of the Treasurer of the U.S. an 
actual average loss of 2.229 grains in each piece — or about 2.31 per cent. This would be about 
about 257/1000 of 1 per cent, per annum if the coin had been in circulation for the 9 years, and 
more. It is somewhat difficult to say just how long any given date has been in actual circulation, 
as the coin may have been in the Treasury some time. 


